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Dividing Fraclions
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Dividing is finding out how many times one amount can be found in
a second amount. This is also true with fractions.

To find out how many %-inch—long sections are in a length of : 134" |
1 - . . 1 1 r 1
15 inches, divide 15 byz. 0 1 p
Asshownattheright,therearesix%sin 1%. I Ll | Ll | Ll | L] }
Dividing fractions involves just one more step than ESIEXIRRIERTERTRY d
multiplying fractions. 4 T4 ba Ba T4 14
To divide by a fraction, invert the divisor (the number you're 1% - % -6
dividing by) and change the division sign to a multiplication
sign. Then multiply.

Inverting the Divisor

Tq invert means to turn a fraction upside down. When you invert a Inverting %
fraction, you switch the top and bottom numbers.
Before inverting a divisor, be sure it is written as a proper or improper 3 2
fraction.

* Change a whole-number divisor to a fraction by placing the
whole number over 1.

* Change a mixed-number divisor to an improper fraction.
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Type of Divisor Example Write the Divisor Invert the Divisor
S RSSO e foshii vt TS and Change the SIgn oo ;
proper fraction % + -;— % * % % X %
improper fraction % + % % + % % X % j
whole number % +5 % + % % X —é—
mixed number % + 2% % + % %% X i%




