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A multistep equation contains two or more of the operations of
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.

To solve a multistep equation containing variables, follow these
two rules.

1. Do addition or subtraction first.

2. Do multiplication or division last.

EXAMPLET Solve: 3y -9 =36 3y-9=36
STEP 1 Add 9 to each side of the equation. 3y-9+9=36+9

Simplify each side. 3y =45

STEP 2 Divide each side of the equation by 3. 531 = %é

Simplify each side. y=15

ANSWER: y = 15
Check:  3(15)-9=3¢

45-9=36
v36=36
EXAMPLE2 Solve: £ +6=8 5+6=8
STEP 1 Subtract 6 from each side of the equation. 3& +6-6=8-6
. . . X
Simplify each side. 5=2
STEP 2 Multiply each side of the equation by 5, 5(5) = 2(5)
Simplify each side. x=10
ANSWER: x = 10
Check: % +6=38
2+6=8



