
Dear Parents,

A Happy New Year from everyone in the Middle School.  It was clear that
students, parents and faculty members were happy to be back on campus after a
good winter break. We have welcomed five new students this week and already
they are caught up in the life of the Middle School. Many of their parents
attended the PTO Coffee morning which took place on campus today.

Our learning community has returned to a full range of activities, which includes
new units of study, and most students have begun new elective courses. When
we visit classrooms and see the cross-country and swimming teams after-school,
it seems we are as busy as the workmen on the construction site! Please note the
report on the latest CAC Campus Master Plan developments in this edition of the
News and Views.

We thank all our faculty members for preparing the second quarter grade reports
which were sent home today and which can also be viewed on POLAR. Parents
who have any questions about the student reflections or individual progress at
this point in the academic year are encouraged to contact the teachers in the
weeks ahead.

We have started the new semester in a very positive manner.  Please read the
News and Views every week to stay informed about the life of the Middle School.
Better yet, visit us on campus as we strive everyday to make our core values of
Respect, Trust, Caring, Diversity and Safety a reality for all.  Have a good
weekend!

Sincerely,

Michael Popinchalk
Principal
mpopinchalk@cacegypt.org

Andrew Ferguson 
Assistant Principal 
aferguson@cacegypt.org

 

  

Weekly Calendar

 

Report Card Distribution
January 15

U.S. Citizen Services
January 21 

at 10:30 am-12:30 pm
Room 600

Middle School CAT Meeting
January 21 at 3:30 pm

Middle School Counseling Center
Conference Room

Middle School
Welcome Back Social

January 29 at 7:00-9:30 pm
High School Gallery, EaglesÕ Nest

Schedule at a Glance

Sunday, 18 6G

Monday, 19 7D

Tuesday, 20 8H

Wednesday, 21 1A

Thursday, 22 2E
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Middle School Activities

Middle School ÒNo CutÓ Soccer Sign-ups

Age group swimming and the CAC cross country practices started their practices again this week. The signups for
Middle School Boys and Girls Soccer will be held on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 19-21 from
11:20 to 11:50 in the shaded area of the Middle School near the pool. This is your childÕs chance to get
information about the sport season and to meet the coaches. Practices  will start the following week for both boys and
girls. If you have any questions please contact the CAC Athletic Office

 

ParentÕs Reminder

PAY DAY SCHEDULE

Please NOTE that Community members should not visit the Bank at CAC during these pay days because they are
designated to CAC staff only.

JANUARY 2009 Wednesday January 21st
 Sunday January 25th
 Monday January 26th

 

PTO News

Booster Club Meeting: Tuesday, January 20, 11:00 am, Room 728 PE Building.

Booster club is a group of parents who help support High School and Middle School activity and athletic programs that
require international travel whether students travel to or from Cairo, to attend events in EMAC, ISST, ISTA, MUN, or
AMIS.  Through organizing volunteer services and fundraising we help promote school sprit within the school. 
Membership is open to all CAC families.  We are always interested in new ideas and new members.

 

Community Announcements

Campus Development Report Ð January/February 2009

Phase 1 , the construction of the new Elementary School, is almost up to ground level.  During the next weeks the
ground floors will be completed.  Later in February the contractor will begin the upper floors. 

Earlier in November there was an incident with the lifting crane on site.  This was carefully studied by safety experts. 
Later in February the crane will be recommissioned after undergoing a series of thorough safety tests and approvals.

Samples for finish materials such as stone cladding, wood doors, and aluminum windows are being assembled soon. 
Important factors in their selection are sustainability and low maintenance.  Windows and doors will have high
insulation and infiltration ratings to help conserve energy.

This spring before the end of the school year renovations on the Administration Building will begin.  This work will be
completed in the summer of 2010 after the Elementary School moves into their new building.
The Elementary School move is slated for approximately one year from now.

 

Phase 2 , the new Middle School and MS/HS Library, is being designed now.  From January 19-22, Perkins Eastman
Architects from New York will be at CAC.  They will be reviewing the schematic design and meeting with school
groups. 

The location for the new Middle School is in the area of the existing Elementary School.  The building will have four
levels plus a lower story.  The design principles of the Master Plan as seen in the architectural model in the Library are
used as organizing principles.  The architects have worked closely with CAC to create a new Middle School learning
environment that is aligned with our Middle School philosophy.



Soon the developing design of the new Middle School and MS/HS Library will be on our website and displayed on
campus.  Later in the spring the model in the Library will be changed to include the actual design of the new Middle
School.

If you have any questions regarding the following information, please contact John Hollenbach, CAC Facilities Project
Manager, at Ext. 5503

THREE CHEERS

Three Cheers for safe travels during the winter break!

Three Cheers to Ms Hoda Osman for facilitating the production of an informative and beautiful student planner!

Three Cheers for a positive and productive start to the new semester in the Middle School!



 

Counselors Corner

 

Measures of Academic Progress

Middle School students will be participating in the second phase of the standardized assessment program implemented
earlier this year, the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP). Between January 19 and February 2, all students in
Grades 6, 7 and 8 will be taking Reading, Language Usage and Math assessments, with the various tests scheduled
during regular core class time over a two week period. Grade Six students will also take a science assessment in their
science class time.  Developed by the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) based in Oregon in the northwestern
United States, the tests are administered in a computerized format. MAP tests measure academic growth over time and
are administered three times a year.

More information about the test is also available by following this link: http://www.nwea.org/assessments/map.asp

The MAP assessments are being adopted as an alternative to the previous standardized testing program, the Iowa
Tests of Basic Skills. Following the completion on round two of the testing, interested parents can learn about their
childÕs results once they have attended a parent information session.  This session is necessary to fully appreciate the
results that are formatted differently from the IOWA Test of Basic Skills. More information regarding these parent
sessions will follow in the News and Views.

Some reminders as we prepare for the upcoming testing:

Students should be encouraged to do their best on the MAPs test as they should for all of their school
activities.  However, it isnÕt helpful to place too much emphasis on the importance of the tests, or to make
students feel anxious or stressed about the outcomes.  By maintaining a typical schedule and atmosphere at
home during the period of time when testing occurs, you can help your child have a positive testing
experience.
Extra study is not beneficial as students prepare for the tests.  However, student performance can be
enhanced if  the student has a good nightÕs rest before each test day and a healthy breakfast.
It is important for your student to not miss these test days or be late to the class period.

Ms. Jo Jean Schulte   A-K Mr. Patrick Kimerer  L-Z
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