
August  23,  2007

Principal's Note

Important Dates

Announcements
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  – Homemade beef sausage and mashed potatoes with green

beans = 12 LE

Monday  – Koshari + wafer + juice = 10 LE

Tuesday  – Baked chicken fingers + potato wedges + fresh fruit = 12 LE

Wednesday  Ð Beef Stew and white rice with fresh fruit

Thursday  Ð Pasta with meat sauce, cheese, steamed vegetables with

fresh fruit

Important  Dates

Monday,  August  27
Arabic Speaking Parents
Group Mtg. 
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Rm. 600

Tuesday,  August  28
5N Play Performance
1:20-:3:00 p.m.
Rm. 600

Wednesday,  August  29
ES Back to School Night
6:00-8:00 p.m.
ES Classrooms

Thursday,  August  30
KG Assembly
8:00-9:00 a.m.

PTO Coffee Morning
10:00-12:00 a.m.
Rm. 600 & Lunchroom

Principal's  Note

The  Elementary  Express  is  provided  to  you  on  our  opening  week  in  hard

copy,  but  will  be  sent  electronically  in  subsequent  weeks.  Our  EE is  also

available  via  the  CAC  website.   Please  read  and  enjoy!

Hello Everyone,

Welcome new and returning families to our “great” school. We have had an

absolutely marvelous back to school week and it is wonderful to see all the smiles

and hear the joy in the voices of all the individuals who make up our elementary

community. We have had a week of old friends embracing and sharing their news

while new acquaintances sew and nurture the seeds of friendship.  The beginning of

a new school year is indeed a magical time.

On Sunday our orientation for both new and returning parents was a tremendous

success with over three hundred people in attendance. Thank you to all of you who

attended and I hope that all our forums and functions for parents throughout the

year will be as well attended. Remember, there is a definite link between a parent’s

involvement in a child’s school life and his/her success in school.

Today as a wrap on our first week we gathered in the theatre for two outstanding 

“Welcome Back” assemblies. A welcome from our Superintendent, the singing of our

Dolphin song, the introduction of our ES faculty, a recognition of the cultural

diversity within our ES students and the 50 + countries we represent, a very fun 

“Back to School” slide show, and the singing of our Peace song all made for a

fabulous coming together and a terrific way to end our first week.

A special highlight of the assembly was the introduction of our “Year of the Reader”

theme song. “Year of the Reader” is an elementary initiative designed to heighten

the importance of reading among our students. In addition, facilitating reading

development in children will be a major professional development focus for our ES

faculty over the course of this year. Please stay tuned for much more on this topic

as the year develops.

We are really moving forward with our Green Theme and trying to do our part to

reduce, reuse and recycle. We introduced the use of plates rather than Styrofoam

containers this week in our ES lunchroom and we continue to encourage students

who bring a packed lunch to use reusable containers.  Students have been working

hard at placing recyclables in appropriate bins both in the lunch room and on the

school yard.  Way to go, everyone!



 

Another new feature of our lunch program is the voucher program. Families now have the opportunity to

purchase ten lunch vouchers redeemable for the full hot lunch on Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and

Thursday. Though students can still pay cash, the vouchers eliminate the problem of daily lunch money or

worrying about correct change. Vouchers can be purchased from Max in the lunchroom, at Max’s

Restaurant or from the ES Office. See more about this new program below.

These are hot days on our playground with plenty of sunshine, so parents please remember to lather the

little ones up with lots of sunscreen and encourage your child to wear a hat when outside playing.  We are

all aware of the sun-safety research, so take steps now to protect your child’s future!

 Finally, I would be remiss if I did not mention the fabulous new teachers within our elementary

community. We have definitely deepened the strength of our incredible existing roster of wonderful

teachers with our thirteen new ES recruits. Over the past week our “newbies” have been warmly

welcomed and embraced by the returning staff and the collective synergy of old and new together is truly

inspirational. We are all pumped and ready to begin the educational journey of the year ahead and looking

forward to a rewarding and fulfilling year together.

Over the coming weeks we plan to use the Elementary Express to introduce the various new members of

our elementary staff. This week it is my pleasure to introduce: Danette Sack, Aroma Pannu, Zach Secrist,

Peter Shaffer and Phoebe Westman.

Here’s to a brilliant year of working in partnership for the best interests of the students within our

elementary community. We look forward to welcoming all of you to our Back to School Night on

Wednesday, Aug. 29. Please see our schedule outlined below.

Sincerely,

Seamus Marriott

Elementary Principal

smarriott@cacegypt.org

Parents - ItÕs  a  Date  with  your  childrenÕs  teachers!

ES Back  to  School  Night  

PreK  Ð Grade  5

Wednesday,  August  29,  2007

Drop  In 5:00 - 6:00 PreK

Please  note:

Teachers  will  have

presentations

beginning  on  time.

6:00 - 6:35 Kg  and  Grade  1

6:40 - 7:15 Grades  2  and  3

7:25 - 8:00 Grade  4  and  5

 

Lunchroom  News

Earlier this week Max our food caterer introduced a ten ticket voucher program. Now parents can purchase

10 lunch tickets in advance. Please note that the ticket is for the full meal deal which includes a beverage,

an entrée and dessert.  We ask that families keep the vouchers at home and send one a day as

necessary, as classroom teachers are not in a position to manage vouchers for all the students in their

respective classes. For parents of younger aged students if you wish to use the voucher program, we ask

that you purchase the tickets in advance rather than sending your child with 120LE.



  DANNETTE  SACK  -  LRC  TEACHER

Hello!  My name is Danette Sack and I am new to CAC this year.  I'll be teaching in

the LRC program and supporting students in academic areas.  Most recently I taught

at the American International School in Vienna, Austria and have taught at Shanghai

American School in Shanghai, China.  I am from the Seattle, WA area and spent

many years teaching in the public school system there. I had the opportunity to visit

Egypt last year and fell in love with the country and people and so I am thrilled to

be back again to live and work in such a welcoming and warm community. Welcome

back to a new school year.

 

AROMA  PANNU  -  PE  TEACHER

Hello there.  My name is Aroma Pannu and I like to be called Ms. Aroma.  If you

come to the gym you will find me teaching P.E to the Pre-Kindergarten and

Kindergarten students.  I taught both these grades for seven years as a homeroom

teacher at the American School of Dubai and am looking forward to teaching in a

new role.  You might also find me on the playground after school because I have a

little boy who is 2 1/2 years old and a baby girl who is 8 months old. Sometimes I

am even in the High School because my husband, "Mr. Aroma" teaches Social

Studies to the big kids.  I hope that when you see me you will come and say hello.

    

ZACH  SECRIST -  ES PSYCHOLOGIST/COUNSELOR

I am originally from a small hobby farm located in Western Wisconsin, USA.  Before

coming to CAC I was living in Minnesota working with adolescents building social

skills and helping to increase their community interaction.  I was also working

toward my Education Specialist Degree in school psychology.  I am grateful for the

opportunity to be a part of the CAC community and am looking forward to working

with the many students and families that help to create the quality community in

which we live and work.

 

PETER  SHAFFER  Ð GR.  4  TEACHER

I am happy to be here at CAC.  I know this is a great school with an

incredibly talented staff and active parent community.  I look forward to

working with you and your children believing that it is essential that the

parents, students, and teachers collaborate.

My wife, Juana Shaffer (CAC - High School Spanish), my son, and I have

most recently resided in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  I have been teaching in a

dual-language school where for two of those years I was a Spanish-English

dual-language teacher.  Besides living in Peru and Chile in South America, I

also had the opportunity to do a social year in Germany earlier in my life.    

We are excited about the early exposure abroad my son will have living in

Egypt, working with a wonderful staff here at CAC, and meeting all of you. 

 



PHOEBE  WESTMAN  Ð GR.  2  TEACHER

Greetings to the elementary CAC community!  My name is Phoebe Westman.  I

will be teaching second grade this year, and am so happy to be here.  My

husband Bob and I have two great kids, Bobby, who is in 9th grade, and Tina

who is in 7th grade. We have been in Cairo for thirteen years, and have

thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the CAC community.  I am very excited

about the new chapter of my journey with.

Let's  Leave  Gentle  Footprints  On  Our  Planet

The use of re-useable lunch or sandwich containers in home packed lunches will reduce our waste and

save you money!

Announcements
 

ARABIC  for  native  speakers,

Modern Standard ARABIC  classes will start Sunday, August 26, 2007.

Classes will take place on Sundays and Tuesdays from 3:15 to 4:45 pm.

Placement assessments for new students were on August 21st and 22nd.

For more information, please contact the Elementary office.

SNACK  SALE

Please note that we will continue having SNACK SALE every Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday, sponsored

by Egypt Culture Department. Thanks!

GIRL  SCOUTS  AND  PROSPECTIVE  GIRL  SCOUTS

Registration and the annual GS Cairo Family Picnic are this Saturday, Aug. 25th, from 1 to 3 pm. Come

eat lunch with the Cairo Girl Scouts on the high school field! Food is provided, drinks are not. 

Registration for the year is $30 USD or 175 LE, troop ages are from kindergarten Daisies all the way up

to Seniors in high school. Bring the family and have a fun afternoon!

CAC  FALL  2007  STRINGS  AND  ORCHESTRA  PROGRAM  

Registration for the fall semester for new and returning string musicians, as well as beginners from age 5

will be Monday, September 3 in Room 600 from 5 – 7 pm.  Private and small group lessons are available

in violin, viola, cello and bass at $15 per half hour after school.  Registration and audition material for

string musicians interested in joining one of the orchestras will also be available.  Space is limited for the

lesson program, so please register during this time to avoid disappointment.  For more information about

this program and contact numbers, please visit the MS or HS Student/Parent Information link on the CAC

website. 

CAIRO  JUNIOR  RUGBY  FOOTBALL  

Registration for Cairo Junior Rugby Football will be on Wednesday 5th Sept. 6:30 pm at the Clubhouse (

#10 Road 214 - opposite Seoudi Market).  Registration thereafter will be during training at Victory College

field.  Teams ages U6 to U14 running every Wednesday evening Sept- March with certified coaches. 

Everybody Welcome - beginners to experienced ! 

For more information call Sharon McCarten 010 344-6205.

 



FALL  AGE  SWIM  TEAM  SIGN - UPS

New members sign up at the pool on Sunday or Monday, Sept. 2-3 from 3-4 pm. Limited space for new

swimmers, so guarantee your spot by signing up on time! Tryouts for new members on Wednesday, Sept.

5 from 3:15-4:30 pm. You must tryout to join the team. Old members sign up by emailing Coach Char

with your full name, birth date, age, grade and which days you prefer to swim: Sun/Wed or Mon/Thurs.

cwebb@cacegypt.org

10  MILE  SWIM  PARTY!   If you completed ten miles during the 10 mile swim contest this summer,

remember the pool party and prizes on Tuesday, August 28 from 5:00 -6:30 pm – be there!

CAIRO  YOUTH  SOCCER  LEAGUE  (YSL)  2007  

YSL is open to boys and girls from any International school, of any nationality and any skill level.  The

primary objective of YSL is to provide a fun soccer experience for kids, in which they will get some

physical exercise and learn about the great game of soccer.  Uniforms and practice ball provided.

Registration for YSL 2007 will be on Aug 25th at Cairo American College in Maadi room 600 from 9 a.m. –

12 p.m.

Late  Registration  will  be  on  September  1st . 

2006 Boys and Girls (Co-ed) age divisions: 5&6, 7&8, 9&10, 11&12 and 13&14.

or  Girls Only division:                             9-14

Age group determined by age on 30th Sept 2006

After  Prom  Concessions  at  Grass  Volleyball Tournament

The After Prom Committee, which hosts the drug and alcohol free event that takes place immediately after

the prom, will be BBQing hamburgers and hot dogs and serving up ice cold drinks and tasty treats during

the Grass Volleyball Tournament held this Friday, August 24th.  Come on out and support our school, our

students and bring the whole family!

PAY  DAY  SCHEDULE

Please  NOTE  that  Community members  should  not  visit  the  Bank  at  CAC  during  those  pay  days

because  they  are  designated  to  CAC  staff  only.

AUGUST  2007 Tuesday August 21st Support Staff

 Wednesday August 22nd Faculty

 Sunday August 26th General Services

SEPTEMBER 2007 Monday September 24th Faculty

 Tuesday September 25th Support Staff

 Wednesday September 26th General Services

OCTOBER 2007 Monday October 22nd Support Staff

 Tuesday October 23rd Faculty

 Wednesday October 24th General Services

NOVEMBER 2007 Tuesday November 20th Faculty

 Sunday November 25th Support Staff

 Monday November 26th General Services

DECEMBER 2007 Tuesday December 11th Faculty

 Wednesday December 12th Support Staff

 Sunday December 16th General Services

JANUARY 2008 Tuesday January 22nd Support Staff

 Wednesday January 23rd Faculty

 Sunday January 27th General Services

Feb-08 Sunday February 24th Faculty

 Monday February 25th Support Staff



 Tuesday February 26th General Services

MARCH 2008 Monday March 17th Support Staff

 Tuesday March 18th Faculty

 Wednesday March 19th General Services

APRIL 2008 Monday April 21st Faculty

 Tuesday April 22nd Support Staff

 Wednesday April 23rd General Services

MAY 2008 Sunday May 25th Support Staff

 Monday May 26th Faculty

 Tuesday May 27th General Services

JUNE 2008 Monday June 2nd Faculty

 Tuesday June 3rd Support Staff

 Sunday June 22nd General Services

July 2008 Tuesday July 15th Support Staff

 Wednesday July 16th General Services

 

 


