Cairo American College 2006-2007

High School Math Department
Course: Algebra/Course 1



Instructor: Mr. Paesel
Description:  Algebra/Course 1 is the first year of a four-year integrated mathematics program developed by the Core-Plus Mathematics Project (CPMP). The curriculum builds upon the theme of mathematics as sense making. Through investigations of real-life contexts, students develop a rich understanding of important mathematics that makes sense to them and, in turn, enables them to make sense out of new situations and problems.

Text:
Contemporary Mathematics in Context Course 1, Glencoe McGraw Hill, 2003.

Materials:
Students are required to bring the following materials to each class:

· Graphing Calculator:
Texas Instruments TI-83 or TI-84

· Notebook:  Three-ringed variety preferred.
· Pencil and Eraser:  All work should be done in pencil.

· Toolkit:  ‘Toolkits’ are used to make notes of key concepts and can be used on homework quizzes.  ‘Toolkits’ can be made in a variety of ways, including a small notebook or ring binder of large index cards.

Evaluation:  On the average there will be an assessment task in each lesson.  The assessment may take the form of a quiz, test, homework, group work activity, etc…  The quarter grade will be determined using the following percentages:

· 30% for Classwork/Homework/Participation.  This is the key to success in this class. Actively participating in class and reflecting at home on what you have learned will ensure a successful year.  Includes small individual or groups quizzes that will occur almost daily.

· 10% for Preparation.  Students are expected to be on time each day and bring all required materials.  After the first time, 0.5% is deducted from the quarter grade for not bring required materials.  In accordance with school policy, 1% is deducted for each tardy after the first.  In my experience, most students receive full credit for this category.

· 60% for Lesson and Unit Tests. Lesson assessments encompass the material covered in over three to five periods and are individual.  Unit assessments encompass the material covered over four to six weeks and are individual.

Semester Grade:  40% for each quarter and 20% for semester exam determines the semester grade.

Communication of Grades:  Grades will be posted on a regular basis on Edline.net. Please check your grades on a regular basis so that you are aware of your progress.
Missed Work:  The student is responsible for the work missed during absence.  Any missed quizzes and tests must be scheduled on arrival back to class. Students have one class period for each day absent to make up missed work.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for the assessment. If the absence is unexcused there will be no make up for missed work.   

Absences:  Assignments and tests missed due to extra-curricular activities or other pre-arranged activities should be completed and turned in before you leave.

Water:  If you feel that you may be thirsty during class then bring a bottle of water with you when you come to class - closed containers of water only, no soda, coffee, food, etc.

Mobile phones:  Please be sure your cell phone is turned off before entering class.  Failure to do so may result in the phone being taken from for the remaining part of the day.  Cell phones may be collected before an assessment.  If there is an emergency at home, please ask the person calling to call the High School Office and they will contact you immediately.

Extra Help:  Please seek extra assistance when you are having difficulties. My free periods are A, E and H.  My office is in room 221   If you need assistance at other times, please arrange a time to meet during a flex period, lunch, break, or after school.

Parental Support:
Parents who would like to discuss the progress of their son/daughter in math are welcome to contact me at school to arrange for a meeting.  My goal is to help your child to become good math students and to enjoy learning mathematics.  To meet this goal we (students, parents and teacher) should work in partnership.  My e-mail address kpaesel@cacegypt.org 


I have read and understand the above information

Student Signature:
____________________
Parent Signature:
____________________

