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CAC's Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program begins in Grade 6 and continues through high
school, giving students the flexibility to use a laptop that fits their individual needs. Students
keep their devices year-round, have admin rights to install necessary software, and use one
device for both school and home. This approach supports personalized learning, fosters
independence, and encourages responsible tech use.

EXPECTATIONS

All students should bring a reliable, fully charged laptop to school each day

CAC will provide access to required softwars at no cost to students

The Tech Department will facilitate laptop repairs by providing loaners for up to two weeks
and a drop off, quote, repair and return system (see details)

Families have the option to lease Laptops from CAC for one year ($300 fee, see
information)

TECHNICAL SPECS

Device

CAC recommends an Apple MacBook equipped with an M1 processor (or newer), capable of
running the current version of macOS. Newer Apple devices using A-series chips, such as the
MacBook Neo with the A18 Pro processor, are also acceptable. Windows laptops running
Windows 11 or later (English-language version only) are equally suitable. Chromebooks and
iPads do not meet the school's requirements and are not permitted.

Important: The MacBook Neo includes 8GB of unified memory, which is fixed and cannot be
upgraded. While this configuration is sufficient for most academic coursework, students
planning to enroll in design, video production, or other media-intensive electives are strongly
encouraged to consider a MacBook Air or MacBook Pro with additional memory to ensure
optimal performance.

Memory (RAM)
8 GB or more is strongly suggested
"Lack of RAM can result in severe degradation in speed for the students.

Audio / Video
Students will need headphones or earphones as well as a built-in or external microphone.
Web camera

Keyboard
Must be suited to touch typing. (Keyboards used in school are with United States layout.)

Wireless
CAC has a modern wireless network compatible with most of the latest technologies available,
any modern laptop nowadays will have good compatibility.
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DO FAMILIES HAVE TO BUY BRAND NEW LAPTOPORA
SPECIFIC MODEL?

Any reliable laptop will fulfill the needs of the program. Using a new laptop is not
necessary. The 13-inch MacBook Air is the recommended model but others are
acceptable also (see information).

Most of the software, below are free or open source.

Browsers: Latest English version of Firefox and Google Chrome

Acrobat PDF Reader 10 or above or Foxit Reader

Office suite such as MS Office, iWork, OpenOffice 3.2

VLC Media Player

Antivirus (Free versions such as AVG or avast! are sufficient)

Students should have sufficient rights to update and install appropriate software

IF ALAPTOP BREAKS, DO WE PROVIDE SUPPORT WITH
REPAIRS?

Our Technology Department is happy to take an initial look at student machines. We
also provide an optional service system for students who wish to drop off their laptop
and receive a quote for repairs through our school-approved repair company.

ARE LAPTOPS USED IN EVERY CLASS?

In most MS and HS classes, students are required to use technology when appropriate.
The preference of some students to use laptops for note-taking and other routine uses
will be respected, but there will be times when teachers will ask all students to comply
with a “lids down" or “no laptops for this next activity” request.



